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BOOK EEVIEWS* 

The Law of the Sea: A Manual of the Principles of Admiralty Law for 
Students, Mariners, and Ship Operators. By George L. Canfield and 
George W. Dalzell, with a Summary of the Navigation Laws of the 
United States by Jasper Y. Brinton. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 
1921. pp. xvi, 315. 

The publication of this manual is another indication of the revival of 
interest in maritime affairs which is now so conspicuous in the United 
States. It is the third number in a series in which volumes on Ocean 
Steamship Traffic Management and Marine Insurance have already ap- 
peared and in which other topics will be treated in later volumes. The 
scope and limitations of the present manual are thus indicated by the 
editors: "It is a manual for the student, the owner or the master of a 
vessel who may desire to acquire information concerning the main facts 
and principles of maritime law without attempting to acquire such a 
mastery of the subject as is possessed by an admiralty lawyer. ' ' Therefore, 
while the book deals with law and is written by lawyers, it should not be 
judged by the standards appropriate to a law book. 

The authors have achieved their purpose. In little more than two 
hundred pages they have given a clear and concise statement of the chief 
principles of admiralty law as developed by the courts and as found in the 
statutes. The book is divided into seventeen chapters under such signifi- 
cant titles as Title and Transfer, Owners and Managers, The Master, Sea- 
men, Contracts of Affreightment, Bills of Lading and Charter Parties, 
Maritime Liens, Collision, Towage and Pilotage, Salvage and General 
Average, Wrecks and Derelicts, Wharfage and Moorage, and Admiralty 
Bemedies. To a surprising degree in so small a book, the authors have 
been able to state the facts and to quote from the opinion in many important 
cases and have thus made more clear the reason for the rules which have 
been developed. At the end of each chapter is given a list of references to 
treatises and decisions which may be made the basis for further study. 

It would be captious to point out slips in statements of facts, such as 
the statement that there are several district courts in each State, or errors 
or lack of clearness which may be attributed to necessary brevity. But 
it is perhaps not captious to point out that the authors hold the view so 
widely prevalent that admiralty law is a part of international law. Even 
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though supported by the authority of the United States Supreme Court, 
the present writer is convinced that this view is erroneous. However much 
the definitions of international law may vary, they agree in one thing— 
that it has to do with the relations of nations. But if a British vessel 
collides on the high seas with a French vessel, and the offender upon arrival 
in an American port is libeled and redress is given by an American court, 
no government and no international relation is involved. The wrong 
suffered is a private wrong and the remedy sought is a private remedy. 
The law by which the rights of the parties will be judged is the law of the 
sea — the common law of nations, but not international law. 

The authors offer some thoughtful comment upon the need for reform 
in admiralty law. They point out the chaotic condition of the law, due 
first to conflicting legislation, and secondly to the lack of judges in the 
admiralty courts who have been trained in admiralty law. In so far as 
the chaos is due to legislation, it is in process of being removed through 
the codification of the navigation laws which the United States Shipping 
Board, acting under special authority of Congress, is now carrying for- 
ward. In so far as it depends upon the courts, a remedy is more difficult. 
When a committee of lawyers from an important Atlantic seaport once 
waited upon the then President of the United States to ask that a vacancy 
in the District Court might be filled by the appointment of a man trained 
in admiralty, the President, himself an eminent lawyer, informed them, 
"Quite unnecessary. Any lawyer can learn admiralty law in two weeks." 
Perhaps the revival of interest in maritime affairs will lead to a demand 
that the judges who are to deal with the litigation arising from them shall 
have had some training in the law which they are to apply. 

Appendices contain a form of protest, the text of the Merchant Marine 
Act of 1920 and a Summary of the Navigation Laws of the United States 
prepared by Jasper Y. Brinton of the Philadelphia Bar. This summary 
is one of the most helpful features of the book. In a space of about forty 
pages Mr. Brinton has made a clear and concise resume of the mass of 
statutes dealing with navigation. Only one who has himself had occasion 
to analyze and classify this material can fully appreciate the merit of his 
achievement. 

Lawrence B. Evans. 

Le Controle Parlementaire de la Politique Etr anger e en Angleterre, en 
France, et aux Etats-Unis. By S. E. Chow. Paris: Ernest Sagot 
& Cie. 1920. pp. 326. 

With the World War came an insistent demand for democratic control 
of foreign affairs. It was expressed in programmes for world-reorganiza- 
tion, agitated in public meetings, and urged in pamphlet literature. Gov- 
ernments were blamed for the catastrophe and there was a feeling that if 



